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Rolm:      CHM-Video (YouTube)

Founded by 
Gene Richeson, 
Ken Oshman, 
Walter Loewenstern, and 
Robert Maxfield used the 
Nova architecture and its 
successors to build very 
sucessful hardened 
machines –> „PC“ of 
military computing!

Panel

24k
core

8k core

Processor 
with 8k core

Huge Pros:
  Big Variety of IO modules & 
  Nova Software compatibility!

$2200

Rugged PCB

$6500
$8500 $23500
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Impressions:

Between 5 and 11 IO-Modules in each 
processor – expandable by IOchassis

Later 2901 
based LSI 
designs 
(MSE14, 
Ecliipse)

Early designs TTL based like 
Nova – PCBs and chassis 
with rigid constructions to 
allow excessive shock and 
vibration, temperature range 
and salt spray/humidity!

All designs 
Use micro-
code

10/2018, erik@baigar.de, www.baigar.de

mailto:erik@baigar.de


Impact of Data General‘s 
Nova Architecture to MIL-

SPEC Computing, Erik Baigar

Applications:
MIL: Air/Ground/Submarine
Industry: Steel, Paper mills
Science: Geology, 
   Aircraft research,..

Multi Rolm GPS 
for Tomahawk 
launch center

Radar warner

Electronic Intelligence

ATTAS
Aerodynamics
Research

TAFLIR radar

Early warning
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